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Welcome to Comme on dit, an immersive method for learning French in which you will 
listen to a large number of native speakers talking about their world. These are not actors 
following a script but actual individuals from France and the larger francophone world, 
many of them university- aged students. In other words, you will be exposed to how people 
speak French in real life: from this you will acquire the ability to understand and to speak 
French as it is actually spoken.
 You will also read a variety of texts in French, beginning with short titles and public 
postings and progressing to literary excerpts and articles about French society and culture. 
Again, these texts were neither created nor adapted for this textbook, so you will learn 
by reading the same things that French speakers read. Through hundreds of samples of 
authentic spoken and written French and a progression of exercises and activities, you will 
acquire the linguistic knowledge, pronunciation skills, cultural understanding, and conver-
sational tools needed to successfully negotiate everyday life in France. Perhaps even more 
importantly, you will be able to have meaningful interactions in French; in other words, 
you will be able to communicate well enough to start making friends in French, which is, 
of course, a surefire way for your language skills to really take off.
 The following details are provided to help you understand how to work efficiently and 
effectively with the different components of the method. The more fully you take advan-
tage of them, the faster your French will progress.

FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION OF THE TEXTBOOK: 
Listening, speaking, reading, and writing
It is well known that we understand and remember better what we have worked out for 
ourselves. This is why your textbook has a workbook format, requiring your input for 
each and every exercise. Beginning with the first lesson, you will listen to a variety of 
nonscripted recordings of French native speakers in common, everyday interactions. These 
authentic recordings are labeled Comme on dit (“As people say”) in your textbook. Your 
instructor will ask you to examine highlighted expressions in these interactions and in 
linguistically related short texts, and various exercises will guide you to discover the gram-
matical structures and vocabulary that form the linguistic backbone of these interactions.
 You will also work with the Comme on dit segments to understand common pronuncia-
tion and intonation patterns, including contexts where French native speakers often blend 
together or even eliminate altogether certain sounds and even words. Each time you dis-
cover a new grammatical structure, set of core vocabulary, or pronunciation pattern, you 
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will work through a series of exercises to practice using it, first in restricted contexts and 
then in progressively larger communicative contexts in interactions with your partner. You 
and your partner will not have pseudo- conversations but rather meaningful exchanges, 
consulting, if need be, the reference lists at the back of your textbook in order to have all 
the vocabulary you need to talk about your respective worlds. Additionally, you will jot 
down notes as you learn about each other, notes which you will incorporate in a subse-
quent comprehensive writing assignment found at the end of each unit in your textbook.

LISTENING REINFORCEMENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

In order to continue to improve your listening skills outside of class, you will find at 
CommeOnDitTextbook .com all of the Comme on dit segments as well as recordings of all 
new vocabulary words and expressions in each unit. On the companion website (available 
through CommeOnDitTextbook .com), you will have sound discrimination exercises to do 
for homework as well as listening comprehension exercises similar to the Comme on dit 
exercises you do in class, but with nonscripted segments you have never heard before.
 Remember that frequent short listening sessions are more helpful to developing your lis-
tening skills than sporadic marathon listening sessions. If you are able to put aside just a few 
minutes each day to relisten to Comme on dit segments and to recordings of in- class listening 
exercises and new vocabulary, you will find that your listening skills will develop rapidly.

SPEAKING REINFORCEMENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

In Comme on dit you will not just listen to many native speakers, but will systematically 
work through pronunciation and speaking exercises in order to learn to speak like them. 
Periodically, you will have a voice- recording assignment on the companion website that 
will allow you to synthesize the grammar and vocabulary you need to talk about your 
world and allow your instructor to give you personalized feedback on your progress. The 
voice- recording assignments will also help you to prepare for the midterm and final oral 
interviews you will have with your instructor.

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY REINFORCEMENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

In class, you will be guided to discover grammar rules and core vocabulary and will prac-
tice using them in a variety of contexts to make sure you understand them. We all know 
that practice makes perfect, however, and so you will continue to assimilate those gram-
mar rules and vocabulary items through numerous homework vocabulary and grammar 
exercises on the companion website that provide automatic feedback. For many of the 
unit topics, you will also be required to put together and learn your personal vocabulary 
list. Your knowledge of grammar and vocabulary will be verified through regular in- class 
quizzes that are based on the textbook and homework exercises.

WRITING REINFORCEMENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

At the end of every unit you will have a writing assignment that will help you to synthe-
size everything you have learned and talked about with your partner. For longer units, you 
will have a mid- unit writing assignment as well. In these assignments you will talk about 
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yourself and will report on the conversations you had with your partner, incorporating 
a certain number of key structures from the unit. Your writing will be assessed both for 
grammatical accuracy and for lexical richness, so this will be an excellent opportunity for 
you to enrich your vocabulary by consulting the reference lists at the end of your textbook 
as well as outside dictionaries.

READING REINFORCEMENT OUTSIDE OF CLASS

In addition to the hundreds of short unedited texts and the Comme on dit transcriptions 
that you will read in class, for each unit you will read one or more unedited longer texts 
for homework on the companion website. A few of the readings are literary excerpts, 
but most are articles covering sociocultural topics that are linked to the topic of the unit. 
These assignments often reinforce some of the vocabulary items introduced in the unit and 
also invariably contain extra topic- related vocabulary. The reading exercises are designed 
to help you notice those additional related terms, offering you another opportunity to 
expand your vocabulary. These assignments also serve both to review and to preview 
grammatical structures and to focus on grammatical structures that are more prevalent 
in the written language than in the spoken language. Finally, many of the readings offer 
cultural insights and perspectives and will also require you to reflect on your own cultural 
experiences and viewpoints.

ACCESSING THE COMPANION WEBSITE
The companion website (available through CommeOnDitTextbook .com) will be your 
destination for homework assignments. Access to the companion website is available for 
purchase from the publisher (bundle with textbook or separate card) or directly through 
the website. Once you have purchased access to the companion website, your instructor 
will provide you with information about how you can connect to your class so that your 
teacher can assign activities and follow your progress.
 Note that the companion website is different from CommeOnDitTextbook .com, the 
freely available website that hosts all of the audio and video material for the text-
book. No registration or purchase is required to access the multimedia materials at 
CommeOnDitTextbook .com.

COMME ON DIT COMPONENTS
In summary, here is a list of the main components of Comme on dit and what you can find 
in each one:

 1. Comme on dit textbook
• All in- class exercises
• Writing homework assignments
• Grammar and vocabulary index
• Vocabulary reference lists

 2. CommeOnDitTextbook .com
• Audio  and video  segments corresponding to Comme on dit textbook exercises
• Audio segments corresponding to textbook vocabulary and pronunciation exercises
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 3. Companion website (available through CommeOnDitTextbook .com)
• Grammar and vocabulary homework exercises
• Listening comprehension homework exercises
• Reading homework exercises
• Voice- recording homework exercises



Comme on dit is a beginning- level French language textbook like no other on the market. 
Here, after one year of study, university- age students can attain the competency objec-
tives described as Intermediate- Mid to Intermediate- High level competency on the ACTFL 
scale by working with hundreds of samples of authentic, nonscripted spoken and writ-
ten French. The workbook format and inductive presentation of grammar put students 
at the very center of the learning process as their input is required in each and every 
exercise. Students are led in a step- by- step manner from rule discovery to rule mastery, 
and from the comprehension of new vocabulary to the assimilation of a personalized 
lexicon. In other words, students learn to speak French accurately and appropriately as 
they acquire the sociolinguistic tools to have meaningful interactions with their peers in 
French. After completing Comme on dit, a good student with no previous knowledge of 
French is capable of producing the following representative samples of spontaneous spo-
ken and written discourse:

Speaking competence: Uncorrected final oral interview speaking samples (audio 
available at CommeOnDitTextbook .com)
Travels: « Ma troisième année, euh l’année dernière, j’ai étudié à l’étranger, à Rome, et même 
si j’étais à Rome pour étudier, il a semblé un peu comme des vacances prolongées parce que 
j’avais jamais beaucoup de travail. Donc je suis arrivée à voyager beaucoup. Je suis allée à 
Florence. Et je suis allée aussi en Allemagne et en Suisse. Pour la plupart il a fait beau, mais 
quand j’étais en Suisse, il a neigé. Et l’automne à Rome, il pleut très très souvent. En fait il y a 
des hommes partout qui vendent parapluies aux touristes parce qu’il pleut si souvent. »
Daily routine: « Je me suis réveillée vers 7h et j’ai pris ma douche et je me suis brossé les 
dents et je me suis habillée et je suis sortie de mon appartement vers 8h et demie. Ce matin en 
fait j’ai pas bu de café et je me suis pas séché les cheveux. »
First encounters: « Ma meilleure amie du lycée s’appelle Ashland et je la connais depuis 7 
ans. Je l’ai rencontrée parce que nous avions beaucoup de cours ensemble et parce que nous 
avions le même professeur de piano. »

Writing competence: Uncorrected final exam writing sample (no dictionary or other 
resources allowed)
« J’ai un ami proche qui s’appelle Kyle. Je le connais depuis presque sept ans, depuis le début 
de l’université. On s’est rencontrés dans le même fraternité, un peu après la rentrée. Il aime le 
sport autant que moi. Quand on était des camarades de chambre, on regardait la télé toutes 
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les nuits pour regarder un match. On s’est vus il y a trois mois. Je suis allé à New York pour 
voir ma copine et des amis de l’université qui y habitent. J’ai vu Kyle dans un restaurant 
japonais, où on a mangé des sushis et on a bu des bières. On n’en a pas bu rapidement parce 
qu’on s’est parlé de base- ball et de nos vies. On a passé environ deux heures dans le restau-
rant. Bien sûr, on a commandé plein de poisson cru. Après le repas, j’avais besoin de reve-
nir chez mes parents en train. On est partis du restaurant. On va travailler à New York cet 
automne, ensuite je vais le voir plus fréquemment que maintenant. »

WHAT MAKES COMME ON DIT DIFFERENT FROM OTHER 
BEGINNING- LEVEL LANGUAGE METHODS
 1. A method based entirely on native speaker discourse

Over the past twenty-five years, the authors have collected and analyzed approxi-
mately 200 hours of interviews, role plays, and public interactions with one hundred 
native French speakers in order to find the grammatical and lexical patterns underly-
ing everyday interactions and discussions.1 Together with the communicative needs 
of students and the analysis of their most pervasive transfer errors from English, these 
everyday speech patterns form the linguistic backbone of the method.
 Unlike the current practice of introducing topics with author- created vocabu-
lary lists, texts, or scenarios, in Comme on dit language functions are first presented 
through authentic spoken and written discourse samples: nonscripted audio and video 
segments as well as a wide array of unedited mini texts. As early as the very first class 
lesson, students observe, analyze, and imitate nonscripted native speech. Authentic 
discourse segments are used throughout the units both as the springboard for observa-
tional exercises and to review grammar and vocabulary.
 The discourse- based approach of Comme on dit promotes the continual recycling of 
grammar rules and encourages a natural spiraling to an increasingly greater number 
of contexts of use. In addition to highlighting certain discourse features (e.g., the use 
of on to mean nous), this approach leads to a radically different association of gram-
matical structures with language functions than is normally found in French language 
textbooks and, in some cases, a much earlier presentation of a structure than in tradi-
tional methods (e.g., the object pronoun en and the relative pronoun qui). Finally, the 
abundance of authentic spoken and written discourse in each unit provides a wealth 
of culturally rich avenues of exploration.

 2. A student- centered method
While grounded in native French discourse, the main focus of Comme on dit is on the 
communicative needs of students, be they lexical, structural, or cultural. Regarding 
students’ lexical needs, for example, rather than work with a small list of terms that 
may or may not apply to their worlds, students are provided with extensive topic- 
based vocabulary lists with which they can build their personal lexicon, a key compo-
nent of being able to talk about their everyday lives. In a series of progressively more 
elaborate and open- ended interactive exercises and interviews in which they take 

1These native speakers are predominately university age and university educated and are from various regions 
in France, with some native samples from Quebec, Belgium, and French Guyana (and also from Congo, Haiti, 
Morocco, and Senegal in the companion second- year volume, C’est ce qu’on dit).
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notes, students develop a very personalized, functional proficiency. They then demon-
strate that proficiency through frequent paragraph- length written reports of their 
interviews as well as periodic conversational assessments.

 3. A method that fully engages students in the acquisitional process
In order to wholly engage students in the acquisitional process, the main textbook 
of Comme on dit is a workbook format. This format allows an inductive approach to 
learning, which is the primary approach used in the method. Students are continually 
asked to look for, compare, and contrast patterns, to make analogies and generaliza-
tions, and to form hypotheses (which are then confirmed by the instructor). They also 
review information when completing Comme on dit transcripts and Communiquer mod-
els, and they synthesize it when taking notes during progressively more open- ended 
communicative interactions with their partners. As current research shows, students 
retain much more information if they actually write it down on paper.2

 4. A method that emphasizes accurate pronunciation right from the beginning
Another notable difference between Comme on dit and current textbooks is its early 
and systematic emphasis on pronunciation. Rather than follow the traditional assump-
tion that good French pronunciation can be developed only at advanced language lev-
els, the approach of Comme on dit is that a beginning- level student can quite closely 
approximate native speech patterns if given appropriate guidance. Most textbooks 
either spend relatively little class time on pronunciation (presenting only a small 
number of rules, or grouping and presenting several rules together) or relegate pro-
nunciation entirely to out- of- class work. In contrast, in Comme on dit students system-
atically and progressively acquire the fundamental sounds and rhythmic patterns of 
spoken French, which leads them to develop not just solid pronunciation and intona-
tion but also notable listening comprehension skills.

 5. A standards- based method with a multiliteracies approach
Comme on dit demonstrates that novice students can acquire a high level of interac-
tional competence in French if given the appropriate discourse input and exercises 
to work with that input. In fact, after just 100 class hours using Comme on dit, B stu-
dents can be expected to have attained the competency objectives described as an 
Intermediate- Mid level and A students an Intermediate- High level on the ACTFL oral 
proficiency scale. Additionally, Comme on dit closely follows the national standards 
in foreign language education, stressing real- life situations and what students can do 
with the language, and exploring native speaker points of view and ways of life across 
numerous content areas through a cross- cultural lens. In so doing, Comme on dit pres-
ents the French language and culture not as an invariable, ideological set of rules but 
rather as a richly patterned tapestry of individual discourses, perspectives, experi-
ences, behaviors, and histories. Following a multiliteracies approach, students work 
with hundreds of audio and video samples from more than seventy native speakers of 
French as well as hundreds of authentic photos and textual sources. As they examine, 
compare, and contrast this wide variety of authentic spoken and written discourse, 

2With regard to comprehension and long- term memory, there is a considerable body of research that points to 
the benefits of both reading on paper and writing by hand, e.g., Tom Chatfield, “Why Reading and Writing on 
Paper Can Be Better for Your Brain,” Guardian, February 23, 2015; and Pam A. Mueller, “Take Notes by Hand 
for Better Long- Term Comprehension,” Association for Psychological Science, April 24, 2014.



they discover both individual and shared language use and cultural perspectives. 
Students also reflect on their own language use and behavior as they acquire their 
unique voice in French, along with the knowledge and tools to successfully participate 
in French- speaking communities.

 6. A method that emphasizes equally all competency areas and grammar
The fact that Comme on dit guides students to acquire the linguistic tools necessary 
for successful communicative interaction does not mean that only speaking skills are 
emphasized. In fact, in Comme on dit, speaking, listening, reading, writing, and gram-
mar are given equal emphasis. This balanced emphasis on all skill areas is reflected in 
the in- class exercises, homework assignments, and assessments, resulting in a multi-
layered acquisitional process as students use and then reuse grammar and vocabulary 
across all competency areas both in the classroom and at home.
 In summary, what makes Comme on dit unique is what makes it a powerful 
language- learning method. Students who have studied French with Comme on dit 
show that acquiring interactional competency and a solid linguistic foundation in 
French in just one year of study is indeed possible.

COMPONENTS OF COMME ON DIT
The Comme on dit program is comprised of the student’s edition textbook, teacher’s edition 
textbook, audio and video materials for the textbook available at CommeOnDitTextbook 
.com, and a companion website available through CommeOnDitTextbook .com. In addi-
tion, instructors can access ancillary resources in a password- protected section of 
CommeOnDitTextbook .com and can download the instructor’s manual both from 
CommeOnDitTextbook .com and from the Georgetown University Press website (press 
.georgetown .edu).
 The textbook is designed for in- class use, while the companion website will be stu-
dents’ main destination for homework assignments. The teacher’s edition of Comme on dit 
includes filled- in answers for all of the activities in the student’s edition textbook, plus 
marginal notes on how to present certain types of activities and when to assign each of the 
activities on the companion website.
 The program website, CommeOnDitTextbook .com, contains all of the audio and video 
materials indicated in the textbook and is freely available to teachers and students. 
Instructors can find additional resources in the password- protected section of the web-
site, including mid- unit quizzes (interros), sample midterm and final exams, transcripts 
of the listening comprehension activities on the companion website, and more. For more 
information on the instructor’s resources available at CommeOnDitTextbook .com, see the 
Comme on dit instructor’s manual, which can be downloaded for free from the Georgetown 
University Press website (press.georgetown.edu) and at CommeOnDitTextbook .com.
 The companion website, where students will complete the majority of their homework 
assignments, features grammar and pronunciation exercises, listening comprehension 
activities, reading passages with follow- up questions, digital versions of the writing assign-
ments (rédactions) found in the textbook, and a recording activity for speaking practice. 
More information on the types of activities included on the companion website can be 
found in the Comme on dit instructor’s manual. The companion website can be accessed 
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through CommeOnDitTextbook .com and is free for teachers to use. Students can purchase 
access from the publisher (bundle with the student’s edition textbook or separate card) or 
directly through the website. Once instructors create an account, they will receive infor-
mation on creating classes and adding students to class rosters.
 Finally, the instructor’s manual for Comme on dit features a wealth of additional infor-
mation for instructors, ranging from a detailed explanation of pedagogy and methodology 
to additional unit- specific notes, sample lesson plans, and suggested time guidelines for 
moving through different activities.

PRESENTING DIFFERENT TYPES OF ACTIVITIES IN THE 
TEXTBOOK
Throughout the teacher’s edition of Comme on dit, notes in the margins remind teachers 
to refer back to this preface for tips on how to present different types of activities. Those 
specific strategies are given here.

AUDIO AND VIDEO SEGMENTS IN COMME ON DIT SECTIONS

In- class segments serve to review what expressions students can recognize aurally and 
then build upon those listening skills. We thus recommend the following layered approach 
to presenting the nonscripted audio and video segments, identified in the textbook by the 
heading Comme on dit:

 1. With textbooks closed, have students listen to the audio segment or watch the 
video to see what words and expressions they recognize. Some segments war-
rant a brief contextualization, others are best presented without, with students asked 
to figure out the general context. Play the segment and ask the students what they 
understood. Accept everything they say, including expressions in English (their com-
prehension skills might be more advanced than their speaking skills), but reinforce 
the French words (even isolated ones) and phrases. Repeat those expressions that are 
correct to help students recognize more with the second listen through.
 With longer segments or information- laden segments, stop every couple of sen-
tences to check students’ comprehension as you progress through the segment so that 
the activity remains a comprehension exercise and does not become a memory exer-
cise. This first step is crucial: it raises students’ self- confidence that they can indeed 
understand part of what is said and significantly increases their active engagement 
with the materials.

 2. With textbooks open, play the segment again in small pieces and have the 
students repeat collectively after the speaker and fill in the blanks as they go along 
with words they should recognize; do not hesitate to play the mini segments more 
than once if students do not understand (teach them the expression “Encore une fois, 
s’il vous plait”). Verify that students understand the words and can visualize them 
(i.e., know how to spell them), writing them on the board when needed.

 3. Play the segment again (or read it yourself) and have students collectively 
repeat key phrases, without looking at the text if possible.
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 4. Finally, have students read the transcription with a partner. Encourage students 
to glance at the text and look up at their partner whenever possible. Circulate among 
them to verify their pronunciation and intonation.

GRAMMAR

When teaching grammar, it is helpful to keep in mind that people learn best what they 
work out for themselves. In all instances, Comme on dit provides guidance for deducing 
the targeted grammar rule from the examples presented, so that students can figure out 
the rule on their own. You will never need to explicitly give them the rule, and in fact 
you should refrain from doing so, as this would lessen their motivation to engage with the 
materials themselves and would be less effective pedagogically.
 For example, in the case of the structure depuis, having examined its use in three short 
video segments and two book titles, students can easily formulate how depuis works in 
French and how it differs from its equivalent structure in English. Once they have figured 
out this difference (as a group or in pairs), verify their rule formulation as a group and 
then have them complete the translations in pairs, again verifying answers as a group. 
In cases where problematic transfer from English is not an issue, the same steps are to be 
followed but the students will complete sentences in French rather than translations.
 When verifying grammar exercises, having individual students give answers allows you 
to confirm that everyone understands how the rule in question works. When students give 
a wrong answer, it is important to check that they understand both why their answer is 
wrong and why the correct answer is right. For example, mistakes in the use of articles 
are better met with the question Pourquoi? than with a simple correction, since finding out 
which aspect of the rule a particular student has not yet assimilated is an essential first 
step in leading him or her to understand the correct answer. Directing students to their 
own rule formulation or to the visual nonscripted models of the grammar rule also typi-
cally helps them to self- correct.
 The question of gender marking may arise in the context of student language produc-
tion or in addressing students in your classroom; however, there are no widely accepted 
terms in French that permit one to avoid gender marking, such as they in English.

VOCABULARY

While you will, of course, be presenting vocabulary items as you work through the audio 
and video segments, book titles, and other textual realia, there are many exercises that 
specifically focus on vocabulary. In these exercises, you will have students work with lists 
of related vocabulary items, choosing words to complete sentences or identify pictures, 
doing word match- ups, and the like. Whenever you see “Vocabulary” in the teacher’s man-
ual, you should follow these three simple steps:

 1. Have students repeat after you the French vocabulary items in order to verify correct 
pronunciation.

 2. Have students complete the exercise with their partner (ask groups that finish earlier 
to quiz each other so they remain engaged).
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 3. Verify by having students (either as a group or individually) give the French expres-
sions, when possible without looking at the textbook.

 We all know that one typically needs to use a word multiple times in order to “own” 
it. Consequently, students are often directed in Comme on dit to make flashcards of core 
vocabulary items and write up their personalized lexicons with the aid of extensive vocab-
ulary reference lists provided at the back of the manual. You will also be directed to assign 
vocabulary- building exercises on CommeOnDitTextbook .com as homework. Students also 
assimilate their personalized lexicon through their in- class interactions, their homework 
writing assignments, and their voice recordings.

PRONUNCIATION

The general steps we recommend for teaching pronunciation are as follows:

 1. Carefully model the sound to students, in isolation and then in words and expressions, 
drawing their attention to the shape of your mouth and lips. Use the textbook schema 
of where in the mouth the French vowels are produced. In modeling speech make 
only obligatory liaisons. Students can acquire optional liaisons and their association 
with register at a more advanced level. If you prefer, you may demonstrate the sound 
by playing the model of the sound provided at CommeOnDitTextbook .com.

 2. Have students repeat after you, as a group and / or individually, and practice in pairs. 
Circulate among them to verify their pronunciation.

 3. For subsequent pronunciation exercises involving that sound, have students pro-
nounce the expressions first (either individually or as a group), then pronounce the 
expression yourself to make sure that all students understand the correct pronuncia-
tion and have them repeat after you.

SOUND DISCRIMINATION

The general steps for presenting sound discrimination exercises, indicated by “Students 
listen and complete” in the teacher’s edition textbook, are the following:

 1. Pronounce the sound or expression twice, and have the students circle or complete 
the answer.

 2. While the sound is still fresh in their memory, verify immediately but in a way that 
does not require students to pronounce the expression (since only discrimination is at 
issue), such as asking if the answer is “a ou b.”

SPEAKING

In order to help students engage in meaningful exchanges when doing the communicative 
exercises with their partner, we recommend the following sequence of steps:

 1. Complete as a group the model questions and sample responses, soliciting additional 
sample responses from the group when appropriate.
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 2. Have students repeat the model questions and sample responses without looking at 
their text, and tell them to try not to look at their text when asking their partner ques-
tions or doing the role play.

 3. For the interviews, have students interview each other in small groups, and remind 
them to ask follow- up questions (questions complémentaires) to elicit complemen-
tary information, and to jot down notes to be used in a future writing assignment. 
If appropriate, have the whole group brainstorm some possible follow- up questions. 
Time permitting, have some students report back to the entire group.

 4. For the role plays, encourage students to do them without looking at the textbook. 
Time permitting, have a couple of students do the role play in front of the class.

WRITING

 1. Encourage students to take copious notes when they interview each other in class.
 2. The writing topics are designed in such a way that students can easily include the 

obligatory structures in their writing: encourage them to give more than one example 
of each obligatory structure. This will help ensure that they receive all the linguistic 
competency points and will also give them additional practice using these targeted 
structures.

 3. The writing assignments are a perfect occasion to encourage students to use a dictio-
nary to increase their vocabulary.

 4. Regarding correction strategies, we recommend:
• Following a first draft and final version approach for writing assignments in order 

for students to have a chance to work through their problem areas before moving 
on to the next writing assignment.

• Assigning the linguistic richness final grade points for the first draft, thereby moti-
vating students to hand in better quality first drafts.

• Using a correcting strategy that engages students in the learning process, by guiding 
them to self- correct whenever possible.

 5. Finally, in Comme on dit, spelling conventions follow the orthographic reforms of 
1990, which were officially adopted in French schools in 2016 and which current 
French spellcheck programs also follow. Consequently, the circumflex accent on i and 
u is used only to distinguish homophones (e.g., sur and sûr) and we encourage instruc-
tors to follow these same orthographic guidelines.

READING

Each one of the hundreds of book titles, citations, and written realia in Comme on dit 
serves a particular purpose and is closely linked to the surrounding exercises. Conse-
quently, it is important to incorporate the presentation of these mini texts into each lesson, 
reading them aloud with the students and verifying comprehension as you go along. Sys-
tematically incorporating these mini texts into the lesson not only builds students’ reading 
comprehension skills but also provides them with continual opportunities to hone their 
pronunciation skills. You are also encouraged to ask for reactions from the class to any 
culture- bound texts (e.g., certain French proverbs) or reserve a few minutes of class time 
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for students to share their thoughts (in French or in English) on homework readings whose 
cultural content might be surprising (e.g., Unit 9: Les Français et l’alcool).

CULTURE

The many speakers, texts, and visual realia in Comme on dit offer students a rich array of 
windows into French culture, with exercises designed to help students discover new ways 
of communicating and, indeed, of looking at the world. The teacher’s annotations suggest 
further ways to highlight cultural aspects of class material. Additionally, some homework 
readings offer students historical, sociological, or ethnographic perspectives on French cul-
ture, engaging students to compare these perspectives with their own sociocultural values.

 1. Breaking down cultural generalizations
Our approach is to present cultural windows rather than cultural generalizations. Con-
sequently, we recommend focusing on the unique perspective of each of the speakers 
highlighted and allowing students to develop their own views of French culture that 
will no doubt continue to change not just throughout the method but, hopefully, 
throughout their lives.

 2. Understanding cultural biases
We also believe that to understand people from other cultures, one must understand 
one’s own cultural norms and biases, which is why we include numerous occasions 
where students are asked to reflect on their own cultural background. We encourage 
you to use these occasions for further reflection in class discussions whenever time 
allows.

RECYCLAGE EXERCISES

Some exercises in Comme on dit are marked in the teacher’s edition with . These are 
supplementary activities on linguistic concepts that tend to require extra practice—over 
time—for students to master. Recyclage activites are designed to be done in subsequent 
classes. We recommend incorporating them as warm- up activities at the beginning of class, 
as supplementary activities for students who finish an exercise early, or as wrap- up activi-
ties if there are a few minutes left at the end of class.

PEDAGOGICAL SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS AND 
FLEXIBILITY FOR LANGUAGE PROGRAMS
The teachers’ materials in Comme on dit are designed for use by instructors with little to 
no teaching experience or pedagogical training. There are also resources to help program 
coordinators to adapt these materials to fit their specific program needs and format. The 
pedagogical support for language coordinators and instructors can be summarized as fol-
lows. More information on each component can be found in the instructor’s manual.

• Teacher’s edition textbook with filled- in activity answers, marginal notes that provide 
information on how to present different types of activities, and indications of when to 
assign companion website activities
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• Multiple- choice placement test for use in quarter- based or semester- based programs, 
available in the teacher resources section of CommeOnDitTextbook .com

• Grade distribution guidelines in the instructor’s manual showing how to weight different 
course components

• Audio recordings of all vocabulary and pronunciation exercises for instructors to use as 
a reference or during class, available to teachers and students at CommeOnDitTextbook 
.com

• Warm- up exercise and recycling suggestions provided in the instructor’s manual
• Sample midterm and final exams, including authentic audio segments for the lis-

tening comprehension portions, available in the teacher resources section of 
CommeOnDitTextbook .com

• Grammar review sheets for students’ use in exam preparation, found in the teacher 
resources section of CommeOnDitTextbook .com

LIST OF COMPONENTS FOR COMME ON DIT
Comme on dit has thirty completely self- contained function- based units (i.e., with accom-
panying reading, writing, listening, and grammar homework exercises and in- class quiz-
zes), for which the authors recommend the following distribution for quarter- based and 
semester- based programs, assuming approximately one hundred hours of class time over 
the course of the year:

Material covered 
in the midterm

Material covered 
in the final

Quarter system
Quarter 1: Units 1–8
Quarter 2: Units 14–18
Quarter 3: Units 25–27

Quarter 1: Units 9–13
Quarter 2: Units 19–24
Quarter 3: Units 28–30

Semester system
Semester 1: Units 1–10
Semester 2: Units 19–26

Semester 1: Units 11–18
Semester 2: Units 27–30

The following is a summary of all of Comme on dit’s components:

• Student’s edition textbook
• Teacher’s edition textbook
• Instructor’s manual (available for free download at press.georgetown.edu and at 

CommeOnDitTextbook .com)
• Companion website (available through CommeOnDitTextbook .com)

• Grammar and pronunciation exercises (devoirs)
• Vocabulary exercises (vocabulaire)
• Listening comprehension activities (compréhension orale)
• Reading activities (lecture)
• Writing activities (rédaction)
• Recording activities (enregistrement)
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• Materials for students and teachers at CommeOnDitTextbook .com
• Audio  and video  segments corresponding to all comme on dit, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation exercises in the textbook
• Materials for teachers at CommeOnDitTextbook .com

• An initial placement test for use in quarter- based and semester- based programs
• Grammar and vocabulary quizzes (interros) for use at specified points in each unit
• Sample midterm and final exams, including suggested grading guidelines
• Grammar review sheets and answer keys for students’ use in exam preparation
• Answer keys for textbook exercises
• Transcripts for all listening comprehension activities (compréhension orales) from the 

companion website
• Homework and quiz schedules that align with the Devoirs callouts in the teacher’s 

edition textbook
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